LONG RANGE HOLIDAY CALENDAR 2003 - 2008

2003 (5764 2005 (5766) 2007 (s768)
Rosh Hashanah Sepl.27-28" Sept. 16-17* 0ct. 45* - Sept. 3-4° Sept. 1314
(New Year) Saturday-Sunday Thursday-Friday Tuesdoy-Wednesday  Saturday-Sunday Thursday-Friday
Yom Kippur Oct. 6 Sept. 25 Oct. 13 Oct. 2 Sept. 22
(Day of Atonement) Monday Saturday Monday Monday Saturday
Sukkot 0d. 1112° Sept. 30-0ct. 1% 0. 18-19* 0. 7-8* Sept. 27-26°
(Feast of Tabernacles) Saturday-Sunday Thursday-Friday Tuesday-Wednesday  Saturday-Sunday Thursday-Friday
Shemini Atzeret** 0ct. 18 0ct. 7 0ct. 25 0ct. 14 0ct. 4
(Eighth Day of Sukkot) Saturday Thursday Tuesday Saturday Tuesday
Simchat Torah** Oct. 19 Oc. 8 Oct. 26 Oct. 15 Oct. 5*
(Rejoicing of the Law) Sunday Friday Wednesday Sunday Wednesday
2004 2005 2006 2008
April 6-7* April 13-14* April 20-21*
Tuesday-Wednesday Thursday-Friday Sunday-Monday
April 12-13* April 19-20* April 26-27*
Monday-Tuesday Wednesday-Thursday Saturday-Sunday
May 26-27* June 2-3 June 9-10*
Wednesday-Thursday Friday-Saturday Monday-Tuesday




HOLIDAY CALENDAR 2003-2004

SEPTEMBER 2003
1 Monday - Labor Day. Observed in honor of American
[abor.

27826* SaturdaySunday - Rosh Hoshanah (Jewish New
Year). Begins Jewish New Yeor 5764 and
inaugurates ten days of penitence closing with Day of
Atonement.

OCTOBER 2003
4-12 Saturdoy-Sunday - Navratri - Ten day celebrafion for
Hindus signifying the defeat of Demon King Ravana
by Lord Roma.

6* Monday - Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement). Most holy
of Jewish Holy Days, devoted to proyer, fosting ond
repentance. Many Jewish students obsent.

13 Mondoy - Columbus Day. Marks Columbus’
discovery of America in 1492. Maost schools closed.

17 Tuesdoy - Gitizenship Day. Commemorates signing
of the United States Consfitution in 1787.

11-12* Saturdoy-Sunday - Sukket (Feast of Tobemacles).
First 2 days festival of harvest, thonksgiving ond
remembrance of the Jews wandering in the
wilderness, and living in booths, or fabernacles, offer
their exodus from Egypt. This biblical holiday was the
basis of the Pilgrims" Thanksgiving.

18* Saturday - Shemini Atzeret (Eighth Day of Sukkot).
Marks dimax of Jewish holy season. (Reform Judaism
abserves Simchat Torah on the eighth day of Sukkof).

19* Sunday - Simchat Torah  (Rejoicing of the Low).
Reading the Law (Torah) is completed and begun
anew in the synagogue. Day marked with festivity
and a spirit of reverence.

25 Saturdoy - Diwali. Festival of lights observed by
Hindus to celebrate the triumph of good over evil, by
Jains fo mark the possing of Lord Mahavir and by
Sikhs fo celebrate the release of Guru Hargobind from
imprisonment.

26 Sotudoy - Ramadan. The ninth month in the Islamic
colendar. Thirty days of fosting from sunup fo sun-
down in honor of the first revelafions fo the Prophef
Muhammad, ends in Eid-a-Fitr.

27 Monday - Reformation Day. Observed in many
Protestant churches to mark beginning of Profestant
Reformation in 1517

NOVEMBER 2003
1 Saturday - All Saints Day. Christion Holy Day of obligafion
commemorating ol lesser saints as well as holy men and
martyrs whose records have nof survived.

749 Thursday-Soturdoy - New Jersey Education Association
Days. Schools closed.

11 Tuesday - Veteran's Day. Honors those who fought in the
United Stafes Armed Services. Legal holiday,

26 Wednesday - Eid-al-Fitr - Islomic festival of the break-
ing of the fast, Ramadan.

27 Thursdoy - Thanksgiving Day.  Marks Pilgrims’
celebration during first winter in the New World.
legal Holidoy (schools also closed on Friday,
November 23).

DECEMBER 2003
8 Monday - Bodhi Day. Buddhist celebrafion of the
Enlightenment of Buddha, ca. 596 B.CE.
8 Monday - Feast of the Immaculate Conception. Catholic
Holy Day of obligafion, celebrating Mary's pilgrimage of
freedom from sin from moment of her conception.

10 Wednesday- Human Rights Day. Marks UN adoption of
the Universal Dedaration of Human Rights in 1948.

15 Monday-Bill of Rights Day. Marks raffication of first fen
amendments to the U.S. Constitution in 1791,

19-26 FridayFriday - Hanukkah (Festival of Lights).
Fight-day festival marking first recorded batle for
religious liberty and rededication of the Temple by the
Maccabees. In Jewish homes candles are lit for eight
nights fo commemorate the religious and historical
significance of the holidoy. School events should be

ovoided on the evening preceding the first day. Many
families_observe this holiday at home or in the

synagogue during all eight days.
25' Thursdoy - Christmas Day.  One of the most

important and widely celebrated events of the
Christion year, marking the birth of Jesus. Legal
holiday, all schools closed.

261 /1 FiidoyThursday- Kwanzaa. Afiicor-American holiday,
founded in 1966, that celehrates fomily lfe ond Aficorr
Americon fraditions. 1t is @ cultural rather than a religious or
polical holiday, based on the harvest festivals of Afrca.

JANUARY 2004 :

1" Thursday - New Year's Day. Profestant, Catholic and
Greek Orthodox holy doy marking Feost of
Circumcision.  Also known os Octave Doy of
Christmas. Legal holiday, all schools closed.

1 Thursday - Emancipation Proclamation. Issued by
President Lincoln in 1863 to free slaves in sfofes
which were in rebellion.

6! Tuesday - Feast of the Epiphany. Commemorates the
bapfism of Jesus, the visit of the three wise men fo
Jerusalem and the mirace of Cona.

19 Monday - Martin Luther King Jr's Birthday.
(January 15, 1929). Commemorates birth of the
vl rights leader. Observed third Monday of January.
Legal holiday, most schoals closed.

22 Thursdoy - Chinese, Korean and Vietnamese New
Year.

FEBRUARY 2004 - Black History Month
Sponsored by the Association for the Study of
Afro-American Life and History to promote pride in the
heritoge of Black Americans.

2 Monday- Eid-al-Adha - Islomic fesfival of sacrifice.

12 Thursday - Lincoln'’s Birthday (1809).

16-20 Monday-Friday - Brotherhood/Sisterhood Week.

16 Mondoy - President’s Day (observed).

22 Sunday - Washington’s Birthday (1732).

23 Monday - Eastern Orthodox Lent begins.

25 Wednesdoy - Ash Wednesday. Opens penitentiol
Lenten season - forty doys, not counting Sundays,
preceding Faster; observed by Catholics and many
Protestant denominations.  Catholic ceremonies
include marking forehead with ashes from palms
bumed ofter Palm Sunday of previous year. In the
Bizantine rite, Lent begins on the Monday before Ash
Wednesday.

MARCH 2004

6 Sofurday - Purim (Fenst of Esther). Jewish doy of
menymaking, marking defeat of Persian fyrant Homan,
who sought to secure his power by making Scapegoats
of the Jews. Book of Esther s read in synagogue on the
preceding evening, and giffs of food ore exchonged and
distributed to the poor. This is an important holiday for
families to celebrate together in fhe synagogue. It would

be helpful not to plan evening activfies on this day.
17 Wednesday - St. Patrick’s Day. Traditional fesfivities

honor the Patron Saint of Ireland.

APRIL 2004

4 Sundoy - Palm Sunday. Opens Holy Week. Each doy
from Palm Sunday to Easter has special significance for
Christians, as relafing to the lost week of Jesus’ life.

4 Sunday - Eastern Orthodox Palm Sunday. First doy
of Eostem Orthodox Holy Week.

6-7* Tuesdoy-Wednesday - First Two Days of Pesach
(Passover) Eightdoy celebrafion marking deliveronce of
Jews from slovery in Eqypt. “Seder” services in Jewish
homes on the eve and first night of Passover recount the
story of the Exodus. Special Dietary Laws are
observed af home and in schools during all eight
days. Some Jewish children absent.

1213* Mondoy-Tuesday - Concluding Days of Pesach
(Possover). Some Jewish children absent.

8 Thursday - Holy Thursday. Christion holy day
marking lost supper.

8 Thursday - Eastern Orthodox Holy Thursday. Some
Eostern Orthodox children absent.

9 Fridoy - Good Friday. Commemorates last day of
Jesus” life. The three hours of crucifixion from noon
fo 3 p.m. are observed with special services of silence
and devotion by most churches. Al schools are
closed. -

9 Fridoy - Eastern Orthodox Holy Friday.

11 Sunday - Easter. Commemorates the resurrection of
Jesus.

11 Sunday - Pascha (Eostern Orthodox Eoster).

17 Saturday - Yom Hashooh (Holocaust Day).
Memoriglizes the heroic martyrdom of the six million
Jews who perished in the Nozi Holocaust 1939-1945. -

25 Sundoy - Yom Ha'atzmaut (Isroel Independence
Day). Commemorates the independence of the Stafe
of Israel (May 14,1948).

MAY 2004
5 Wednesdoy - Cinco de Mayo. Celebrated in Mexico
ond by Mexican-Americans, marks the viciory in
1862 of a small Mexican force that routed a French
army three fimes its size.

20 Thursday - Ascension of Our Lord Day

20 Thursday - Eastern Orthodox Ascension of Our Lord
Day. Some Eastern Orthodox children absent.

26-27* Wednesdoy-Thursday - Shavuot (Feast of Weeks).
Marks giving of the Law (Torah) on Mount Sinai. Also
called Pentecost, because it is the fiftieth day offer
Passover. Post Bar/Bat Mitzvah Confirmation cere-
mony in the synagogue. Teen-uge rite of passage.
Some Jewish children absent.

30 Sunday - Pentecost (Whit Sunday). Christian Holy
Day commemorating descent of Haly Spirit upon the
Aposties, fifty doys offer resurmection, ond first
Chrisfian baptism.

30 Sunday - Pentecost (Eastern Orthodox). :

31 Monday - Memorial Day (Decoration Day). Honors
fhose who died in oll wars. Legal holiday. All schools
closed.

JUNE 2004
6 Sunday - All Saints Day (Eostern Orthodox).

* Jewish Holidays which are major observances. All Jewish Holidays begin af sundown of the preceding evening. * Some Fastern Orthodox Churches adhere to the Julian calendar and observe this holiday 13 days later




